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ARAL 2Sea Sacrifice

N. ARAL SEA
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ENVIRONMENT

FISHING INDUSTRY GONE WATER QUALITY DROP

Freshwater fish perished. Water now 20 times more saline
Shoreline fishing villages than hefore.
were abandoned,

SHIPPING IS GONE POISON DUST STORMS

Drying sea is now four small
lakes, which makes moving goods
by boat impossible.

Seabed dirt, laden with chemicals,
Is blown by dust storms to nearby :
farms, ruining them iround the S. Aral Sea.
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> Where is the Suez Canal?

The Suez Canal is in northern Egypt and connects
the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. The canal is
101 miles (163 km) long but s only 179 feet (55 m)
wide at its narrowest point. Its depth has been
increased over time to accommodate larger vessels.
Before the completion of the canal in 1869, maritime
traders were forced to sail around the tip of Africa,
~ known as the Cape of Good Hope, which added some
4,000 miles (6,437 km) to their journey. |
~ The canal was constructed as a shorter route
~ between Europe and Asia. Today the Suez Canal’s
importance has increased due to the rise of the oil trade
 inthe region. It now serves as a major passage for ships
arr ying ol and petroleum products from North Africa
and Southwest Asia to Europe, North America, and the
of The canalis also a major source of
Jypt. Ships pay a tollfor passing through
arway, Each year the Suez (anal
yout $5 billion in foreign currency for Egypt.

S HOW has the purpose of |
naed sin lts COﬂStrUCtiﬂn?
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The Suez Canal is one of the world’s most
important passageways for oil and
petroleum products. Northbound transit
through the canal supplies part of Europe’s
and North America’s energy needs. In recent
years, southbound transit has delivered
more of the energy resources needed by
Asia’s growing economies.

Eqypt controls the Suez Canal. Thus, the
internal political stability of Egypt affects
the world’s energy security. Conflict in Egypt
could jeopardize the security of the canal or
shippers confidence in the canal's safety.
This could force vessels to use alternate
routes to ensure that cargo reaches intended
locations. Increased shipping times and
costs would have a direct impact on oil and
petroleum prices worldwide.

3.The World in Spatial Terms How I
could conflict in one country affect |

~anuninvolved country far away?
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rfect solution. Desalinated water Must |
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ecol?{giztgfitcglly, all of the governments of the Arabian Peninsula by -
the cost of water, and cheap water has led to overconsumption 7,
the Persian Gulf countries have 1, Ja,,!';

wealthy citizens and attract tourists,
and spas that feature swimming pools and waterfalls, among o,

intensive attractions. Even the less wealthy are accustomed to using water 1.

to wash their cars and water their gardens.
By far the greatest overconsumption, however, has been in the prac .

agriculture. During the 1970s, the demand for meat and dairy products inc;- .
as the urban population grew richer. An effort was made to supply meat fro i
ranches, but within 10 years most meat was imported. Many governments b- |
alamgd })y increasing prices on the world market and concerned abou: -
B e e
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€ promoting a variety of changes in ho i » particu 11 y Sau e
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being encouraged, Scientists ar dWater than other methods of growing
use of water that jg (00 salt f: ;YEIO_Plng salt-tolerant plants that can 1
abroad to find new soy(; Onsyto tli] rinking. Several countries are also l}‘t‘}“;"-‘i
- overseas. They plan to uge the ¢ir food problems, They are investing "~
- to produce food for import to t}‘:tural resources and labor of the host ‘.Oum.[-ll.
‘mland in such distant places ¢ Peninsula, Qatar, for example, is }“”"h‘b.uli
nd Ukraine as SUdan, AUStralia, Kenya, Brazil, Argcntll‘
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