[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]A nation is a group of people who share a common language, religion, culture, and common institutions. When a national group has a state or country of its own, its called a nation-state. Albania, Iceland, and Japan are examples of nation-states. Other nations, such as the Kurds of the Northeast, do not have their own country. They are considered a state-less nation. 
           A Stateless Nation: The Kurds

What is a stateless nation?
The term stateless nation refers to a group that identifies itself as a nation based on common ethnic, linguistic, and religious, identity, but lacks majority status in any nation-state. Some stateless nations are native minority populations within a larger state. Others are dispersed across several countries in numbers insufficient to form a majority in any one state. Another such group are the Kurds. The Kurds are an Islamic pastoral people who have lived in parts of the Northeast for at least three thousand years, but have never achieved the status of a nation-state. Today they constitute a stateless nation of an estimated 25 to 30 million people. The Kurds are the largest ethnic group in the world that does not have its own country.



Who are the Kurds?
The Kurds are the fourth largest ethnic group in the Northeast. The majority are Sunni Muslim, although are followers of other faiths. Kurds speak dialects of the Indo-European language family related to Persian. They live in regions of eastern Turkey, northwestern Iran, northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, southern Armenia, and eastern Azerbaijan. After World War I an independent Kurdish state was proposed, but that plan was abandoned. The Kurds found their lands divided among several new nation-states. Since then, Kurdiosh nationalist movements have led to conflicts with those countries. During the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), the Iraqi regime of Saddam Hussein embarked on a campaign to crush Kurdish resistance. This included the use of chemical weapons against Iraqi Kurdish civilians. Land mines planted during the war continue to take lives of Kurds who live along the Iraq-Iran border.



What is the nation-state of Kurdistan?
Kurdistan literally means "Land of the Kurds." Calls for an independent Kurdish state date back to at least the 1800s. In 1880 a Kurdish sheikh in Turkey explained the need for an independent Kurdish state: "We are a nation apart. We want our affairs to be in our own hands." Some Kurds (particularly educated urban residents) have formed a nationalist movement aimed at gaining an autonomous (self-governing) rule. After years of brutual suppression and the fall of the regime of Saddam Hussein, Iraqi Kurds were able to gain autonomous civil authority over a section of northern Iraq, and in 2005 a Kurdish parliament was formed. Kurdish populations in Syria, Turkey and Iran--encouraged by the success of Iraqi Kurds--continue to push for more political autonomy.  
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