[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]ISIS is a powerful terrorist militant group that has seized control of large areas of the Middle East. Infamous for its brutal violence and murderous assaults on civilians, this self-described caliphate has claimed responsibility for hundreds of terrorist attacks around the world, in addition to destroying priceless monuments, ancient temples and other buildings, and works of art from antiquity. The rise of ISIS has led to increasing fears in government leaders.  
        Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS)

What is ISIS and what are their goals?
The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) started as a part of al Qaeda. After a series of brutal attacks and killings, al Qaeda formally rejected the group in 2014. ISIS rule quickly spread throughout Iraq and Syria. The goal of the group is to create an Islamic state, or caliphate, and implement sharia law, a strict religious code based on traditional Islamic rules and practices. 


What is ISIS known for?
ISIS is known for carrying out brutal attacks of violence around the world including public executions and beheadings, rapes, crucifixions, many of which are publicized online. ISIS uses modern tools such as social media to promote their religious and political ideas. ISIS is believed to be holding 3,500 people as slaves, most of whom are women and children from communities of ethnic and religious minorities.



How does ISIS get power?
ISIS is considered one of the richest terrorist organizations in the world. Estimates vary, but the group is believed to have made $2 billion in 2014 alone. Much of the organization’s money comes from the seizing of banks, oil reserves, and other resources territories hold in the land they occupy. ISIS in in control of more than half of Syria’s oil resources, and several in Iraq. This oil is being sold on the black market and could be making ISIS up to $3 million each day. 
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